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(7) ABSTRACT

The invention involves methods, assays, and components
for the detection and analysis of binding between biological
or chemical species, and can specifically be used for drug
discovery. In an example where drug discovery is carried
out, different candidate drugs can be attached to different
articles such as magnetic beads. The beads can be exposed
to colloid particles carrying signaling entities, or other
signaling entities, immobilized with respect to protein tar-
gets of the drug candidates. After incubation, all beads are
drawn to separate surface locations magnetically. Beads are
released from surface locations where it is determined that
signaling entities do not exist, and are removed from the
assay. Beads held at other surface locations then are
released, re-distributed, and re-attracted to surface locations.
This is repeated with appropriate wash steps, until individual
drug candidates can be isolated and identified.




